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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN 


AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
the  Health  Department  for  1970. 

The  Registrar  General’s  population  estimate  shows  a further 
increase,  maintaining  the  steady  increase  since  1961.  There  were,  how- 
ever, eleven  fewer  births  than  in  1969  — and  eleven  more  illegitimate 
births.  Deaths  decreased  by  forty-one  and  70%  were  in  persons  over 
the  age  of  65  years.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  12  months, 
a good  measure  of  medical  and  social  standards,  at  12.6  per  1,000  live 
births  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  of  18  for  Wales  and 
England.  Thirty-eight  p.c.  of  all  deaths  were  caused  by  the  modern 
killer  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  and  22%  by  cancer 
at  various  sites;  29  persons  under  65  years  died  of  coronary  thrombosis 
and  7,  all  males  of  the  same  age  group,  of  lung  cancer.  There  were  no 
maternal  deaths. 

There  were  332  notifications  of  measles  but  no  epidemic  of  note 
of  any  other  infectious  disease. 

Possibly  the  most  dramatic  event  of  1970  for  the  Public  Health 
Services  was  the  Local  Authority  Social  Seiwices  Act,  which  estab- 
lished a single  service  for  the  deprived  child  the  mentally  and 
physically  handicapped,  and  the  elderly.  There  was  good  news  for  the 
disabled  with  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Chronically  Sick  and  Dis- 
abled Persons  Act,  the  underlying  purpose  of  which  was  to  “draw 
attention  to  the  problems  and  needs  of  persons  who  are  handicapped 
by  chronic  sickness  and  disablement”.  Further  steps  were  taken  in  the 
proposed  reform  of  Local  Government  and  further  progress  made  with 
the  proposed  reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service  in  the 
Principality. 

Dr.  Lionel  Wise,  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  since  1964 
resigned  his  seat  on  the  Council  in  May,  1970.  Dr.  Wise’s  keen  interest 
in  the  public  health  needs  no  expounding.  It  was  his  foresight  and 
advocacy  that  persuaded  the  Council  to  implement  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
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1956.  He  was  a leading  advocate  of  the  principle  of  fluoridation  of 
public  water  supplies.  It  is  regrettable  that  no  further  progress  has 
been  made  in  this  held,  in  spite  of  a wealth  of  evidence  that  fluorid- 
ation is  “a  highly  effective  and  completely  safe  method  of  reducing 
dental  caries”.  Mrs.  Wise  shared  her  husband’s  interest  in  health 
matters.  I wish  them  both  well. 

A circular  from  the  Welsh  Office  in  Mai*ch  invited  Authorities  to 
review  their  arrangements  for  their  Meals  on  Wheels  Services.  It 
emphasised  that  “if  the  prime  objective  of  the  Service  is  to  be 
achieved  i.e.  to  sustain  people  in  their  own  homes,  the  need  is  for  a 
five  day  service”.  In  this  area  the  service  was  extended  to  a fourth  day 
in  November  but  the  majority  of  recipients  still  I’eceived  only  one  meal 
per  week.  With  present  resources  further  improvement  in  the  service 
is  not  possible  and  can  only  be  achieved  by  the  use  of  non-conven- 
tional  foods  and  some  paid  helpers.  The  work  of  the  W.R.V.S.,  who 
have  maintained  a regular  delivery  of  5,000  meals  during  the  year, 
deserves  our  highest  commendation. 


I wish  to  thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  M.  T. 
Islwyn  Jones,  and  his  staff  for  every  help  in  the  public  health  work  in 
the  Borough. 

The  smooth  running  of  the  Health  Department  has  been  possible 
by  a friendly  family  atmosphere  of  a relatively  small  staff  who  work 
loyally  and  conscientiously.  I thank  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  McCartney,  the  Deputy,  Mr.  Bernard  Jones,  the  District  Inspectors 
and  Clerical  staff. 


I congratulate  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  your  elevation  to  the  Chair 
of  the  Health  Committee  and  I thank  you,  your  Deputy  and  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Health  Committee  for  your  support. 


Yours  sincerely, 

ALWYN  GRIFFITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I GADEIRYDD  AC  AELODAU’R  PWYLLGOR  lECHYD. 


Mr.  Cadeirydd,  Foneddigesau  a Boneddigion, 


Pleser  yw  cyflwyno’r  Adroddiad  Blynyddol  hwn  ar  waith  yr  Adran 
lechyd  ya  ystod  1970. 

Dengys  ystadegau’r  Cofrestydd  Cyffredinol  gynnydd  pellach  ym 
mhoblogaeth  y Fwrdeisdref.  Sut  bynnag  bu  lleihad  o 11  yn  nifer  y 
genedigaethau  o’u  cymharu  a 1969  — ac  11  yn  fwy  o enedigaethau 
anghyfreithlon.  ’Roedd  nifer  y marwolaethau  yn  llai  o 41  ac  ’roedd 
70%  o’r  rhain  dros  65  mlwydd  oed.  ’Roedd  cyfartaledd  mai'wolaethau 
plant  dan  flwydd  oed  — hyn  yn  fynegai  dibynol  o safon  unrhyw  gym- 
deithas  — ■ yn  12.6  o bob  mil  o enedigaethau  byw,  fRgwr  sy’n  cymharu’n 
foddhaol  a’r  18  i Gymru  a Lloegr.  Achosswyd  38%  o’r  holl  fai*wol- 
aethau  gan  yr  “afiechydon  modern”,  afiechydon  gwareiddiad  — 
afiechydon  y galon  a’r  gwythiennau,  a’r  cancr  22%.  Bu  i 29  pei’son 
dan  65  oed  farw  o afiechyd  y galon  a 7 o gancr  yr  ysgyfaint.  Ni  fu  i 
fam  farw  ynglyn  a genedigaeth  plentyn. 

Hysbyswyd  332  achos  o’r  Freeh  Goch  ond  ni  fu  epidemig  o faint 
o unrhyw  afiechyd  heintus  arall. 

Yn  sicr,  digwyddiad  pwysicaf  1970  ym  myd  iechyd  y cyhoedd  oedd 
Deddf  Gwasanaeth  Cymdeithasol  Awdurdodau  Lleol  — Deddf  a 
sefydlodd  un  uned  yn  gyfidfol  am  wasanaethau  plant,  yr  henoed  a 
phawb  dan  anfantais  corfforol  neu  feddyliol.  Daeth  Deddf  yr  Afiach 
a’r  Analluog  i rym  yn  niwedd  Awst  — Deddf  i bwysleisio  anghenion 
a phroblemau  carfan  nid  bychan  o’n  cymdeithas.  Cymmyd  camau 
pellach  i ddiwigio  Llywodraeth  Leol  a chyhoeddwyd  Papur  Gwyi-dd 
pellach  ynglyn  ag  ad-drefnu’r  Gwasanaeth  lechyd. 

Bu  i Dr.  Lionel  Wise  ymddoel  o’i  sedd  ar  y cyngor  yn  ystod  y 
flwyddyn.  Nid  oes  angen  yma,  Mr.  Cadeirydd,  son  am  ei  ymdi-echion 
ynglyn  a gweithgareddau’r  Pwyllgor  lechyd  a’i  ddiddordeb  dwfn  yn 
iechyd  y cyhoedd.  Efallai  mai  yr  amgylchfyd  oedd  ei  brif  ddiddordeb 
ac  yn  sicr  ei  resymu  a’i  berswad  a symbylodd  y Pwyllgor  i weithredu 
Deddf  Awyr  Bur  1956.  Gresynai  na  fu’n  bosibl  cymeryd  cam  pendant  i 
fflworeiddio’r  cyflenwad  dwr.  Gwn  ei  fod  yn  hyderu  y bydd  i’r  Cyngor 
Sir  weithredu  yn  y maes  hwn  yn  y dyfodol  agos.  Dymunwn  yn  dda  i 
Dr.  a Mrs.  Wise  yn  y dyfodol. 
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Awft-rymodd  y Swyddfa  Gymreig  mewn  cylch-lythyr  y dylai  pob 
Awduvdod  ystyried  ei  drefniant  ynglyn  a phrydau  ar  olwynion  i’r 
henoed.  Pwysleisiwyd  mai  prif  amcan  y gwasanaeth  yw  cynnal  Pobl, 
yn  eu  cartrefi  ac  i gyrraedd  y nod  rhaid  sicrhau  o leiaf  bedwar  pryd  yr 
wythnos.  Yma,  bu’n  bosibl  estyn  y gwasanaeth  i bedwar  niwrnod  yr 
wythnos  yn  ystod  y flwyddyn,  er  hynny  nid  oedd  y mwyafrif  yn  der- 
byn  mwy  nag  un  pryd.  Bydd  yn  orfodol  i’r  Pwyllgor  ystyried  moddion 
llai  confensiynol  os  yw’r  gwasanaeth  i’w  ymestyn  ymhellach.  BCi 
aelodau  Gwasanaeth  Gwirfoddol  Brenhinol  y Merched  yn  dosbarthu 
5,000  o brydau  yn  ystod  y flwyddyn;  mae  ein  dyled  iddynt  yn  fawr. 

Hoffwn  ddiolch  i Swyddog  Meddygol  y Sir,  Dr.  M.  T.  Islwyn  Jones 
a’i  staff  am  bob  cymorth  ynglyn  a iechyd  y cyhoedd  yn  y Fwrdeisdref. 

’Roedd  yr  awyrgylch  gynnes  a theuluol  yn  y Swyddfa  yn  amlwg, 
pob  un  yn  cydweithio’n  gydwybodol.  Diolchaf  i’r  Prif  Arolygwr 
Iechyd,  Mr.  McCartney,  ei  ddirprwy  Mr.  Bernard  Jones,  yr  Arolygwyr 
Dosbarth  a’r  clercod  yn  y Swyddfa. 


Rhaid  eich  llongyfarch  chwi  Mr.  Cadeirydd  ar  eich  dyrchafiad  i 
Gadair  y Pwyllgor  Iechyd.  Diolchaf  i chwi,  i’ch  dirprwy  ac  i oil  o 
aelodau’r  Pwyllgor  am  bob  cymorth  yn  ystod  1970. 

Yr  eiddoch  yn  gywir, 

ALWYN  GRIFFITH, 

Swyddog  Meddygol. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area 2,916  Acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ...  (Mid  Annual)  37,770 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough,  April,  1970  £1,436,958 

Estimated  Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  1970/71  £5,700 

Estimated  Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  1971/72  £14,400 

No.  of  Private  dwellings  (1st  April,  1970)  6,243 

No.  of  Council  dwellings  (1st  April,  1970)  6,111 

Density  of  persons  per  dwelling  3 


POPULATION  TRENDS  SINCE  1960 


Annual  Natural 


Year. 

Population 

Increase / Decrease 

Increase. 

1960 

32,590 

Estimated  figure 

— 

380 

196 

1961 

35,427 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

2,837 

315 

1962 

35,800 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

373 

346 

1963 

36,120 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

320 

292 

1964 

36,300 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

180 

333 

1965 

36,670 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

370 

295 

1966 

36,910 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

240 

247 

1967 

37,120 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

210 

271 

1968 

37,400 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

280 

294 

1969 

37,620 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

220 

187 

1970 

37,770 

Estimated  figure 

+ 

150 

217 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Wales/England 

Legitimate  294  males 

277  females  = 571 

719,738 

Illegitimate  30  males 

34  females  = 64 

64,744 

Total  = 635 

784,482 

Rate  per  1,000  population  .. 

16.8 

16.0 

Area  Comparability  factor 

0.93 

1.0 

Local  Adjusted  Rate 

15.6 

16.0 

STILLBIRTHS 

Legitimate  3 males 

7 females  =:  10 

9,297 

Illegitimate  0 males 

0 females  = 0 

1,044 

Total  = 10 

10,341 
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INFANT  DEATHS 


Under  1 year  Wales/England 

of  age  2 males  6 females  ==  8 14,269 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 12.6  18.0 

Under  4 weeks  2 males  6 females  = 8 9,663 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 12.6  12.0 

Under  1 week  2 males  6 females  = 8 8,328 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 12.6  11.0 

Stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week 

combined  5 males  13  females  = 18  18,671 

Rate  per  total  live  and  stillbirths  28.0  23.0 

Maternal  deaths  NIL 

Deaths 

at  all  ages  219  males  199  females  = 418  575,208 

Rate  per  1,000  population 11.1  11.7 

Area  Comparability  factor  1.15  1.0 

Adjusted  Rate 13.0  11.7 


Of  the  total  births  there  were  five  sets  of  twins  — one  in  every 
125  matemities.  There  has  been  a gi-adual  fall  in  the  ratio  of  multiple 
births  in  Britain  over  the  past  ten  years.  (This  trend  will  no  doubt 
change  over  the  next  few  years  with  the  use  of  the  fertility  drug). 
The  ratio  of  male  to  female  births  was  104:100.  Ten  per  100  live 
births  were  illegitimate  — compare  this  with  8 per  100  in  England 
and  Wales.  Of  1 million  children  bom  each  year  in  the  United  King- 
dom 20%  are  unplanned.  There  may  well  have  been  200,000  unwanted 
babies  born  in  1970.  Were  80  of  these  in  Wrexham? 

All  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  early  neo-natal  period  i.e.  under 
1 week. 


The  causes  were: 


Female 

1 hour 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Female 

1 day 

(a) 

(b) 

Female 

2 days 

(a) 

(b) 

Female 

2 days 

(a) 

(b) 

Hypoplasia  of  left  lung. 

Eventration  of  diaphragm. 

Herniation  of  abdominal  contents 
into  chest. 

Asphyxia  neonatorum. 

Cord  prolapse. 

Haemorrhagic  disease  of  new  born 
Prematurity. 

Asphyxia  neonatorum. 

Placental  insufficiency. 
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Male 

2 days 

(a)  Cerebral  haemorrhage. 

(b)  Tentorial  tear. 

Female 

6 days 

(a)  Cardiac  failure. 

(b)  Congenital  heart  disease. 
(Tricuspid  artresia) 

Female 

7 days 

Paroxysmal  tachycardia. 

Mala 

7 days 

(a)  Intra  cranial  haemorrhage  due  to 

(b)  Rupture  of  tentorium  cerebelli. 

Four  of  the  infants  were  illegitimate.  Two  were  seriously  abnor- 
mal, one  premature  and  four  associated  with  difficult  and  complicated 
labour  — causes  operating  before  or  during  birth.  These  factors  also 
influence  the  stillbirth  rate,  and  stillbirth  and  death  during  the  first 
week  are  often  considered  together  — peri-natal  mortality,. 

The  causes  of  stillbirths  were 


Placental  insufficiency 

— Female 

Anencephaly 

— Male 

Accidental  haemorrhage 

• — Female 

(a)  Placenta  Praevia 

(b)  Previous  S.B. 

— Male 

Unknown 

— Female 

Accidental  haemorrhage 

— Female 

Anencephaly,  Spina  bifida 

— Female 

(a)  Macerated  foetus 

(b)  Cause  not  known 

— Female 

Anencephaly 

■ — Female 

Anencephaly 

— Male 

i.e.  four  were  seriously  abnormal,  four  died  from  complications  of 
pregnancy. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  infants  from  environmental  factors  — 
these  have  been  considerably  improved  by  insti-uction  in  child  care 
and  improved  standards,  better  nutrition,  improved  milk  supplies  and 
better  housing. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Whitehouse,  F.R.C.O.G.,  Consultant  Obstetrician,  in  his 
report  for  1970  notes  that  an  ever  increasing  number  of  mothers  are 
delivered  in  hospital  and  that  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  more  mater- 
nity beds  in  the  Maelor  Unit.  The  Flying  Squad  was  called  out  to  ten 
patients.  There  was  one  maternal  death.  Among  the  maternities  were 
26  sets  of  twins  and  2 sets  of  triplets,  all  of  whom  suiwived.  Four  p.c. 
of  babies  were  born  with  malformations. 
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Causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life,  registered  during  1970. 


International  abbreviated  list. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  , 

...  — 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Buccal  cavity  etc. 

.3 

1 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Oesophagus  

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Stomach  

...  10 

3 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Intestine  

6 

4 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Larynx 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Lung,  bronchus  ...  , 

...  1.5 

4 

19 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Breast  

...  — 

5 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Uterus  

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Prostate  , 

4 

— 

4 

Leukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  

...  14 

17 

31 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  

1 

2 

3 

Diabetes  mellitus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Anaemias 

1 

1 

2 

Mental  disorders 

1 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

1 

1 

2 

Chronic  i-heumatic  heart  disease 

— 

2 

2 

Hypertensive  disease  

2 

5 

7 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

...  60 

40 

100 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

8 

21 

29 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

...  19 

34 

53 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

7 

4 

11 

Influenza  

5 

3 

8 

Pneumonia 

...  14 

12 

26 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  

...  21 

6 

27 

Asthma 

— 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

3 

■ 

O 

O 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

— 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

— 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  

1 

3 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  and  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

Other  diseases,  Genito-urinary  system  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

1 

2 

3 

Congenital  abnormalities  

1 

5 

6 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc 

2 

— 

2 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

... 

3 

O 

O 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

— 

2 

2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

5 

3 

8 

All  other  accidents  

3 

— 

O 

O 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

2 

1 

o 

'J 

All  other  external  causes  

...  . — 

1 

1 

219 

199 

418 
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In  Britain  over  recent  years  there  has  been  a trend  towards 
increased  deaths  from  asthma,  venous  embolism  and  thrombosis, 
diabetes  and  cancer  of  ovary  in  women  over  65  years.  There  has  been 
a steady  annual  increase  in  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in  both  males  and 
females.  Lower  death  rates  are  the  case  with  tuberculosis  of  all  forms 
and  rheumatic  heart  disease.  Suicides  in  males  have  been  declining. 

The  table  of  causes  of  death  in  Wrexham  shows  that  70%  of  all 
deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  and  42%  in  persons  over  75 
years.  160  i.e.  38%  of  all  deaths  were  attributable  to  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation;  93,  22%,  to  cancer  at  various  sites.  29  persons 
under  the  age  of  65  years  died  of  coronary  thrombosis,  8 in  age  group 


45 — 54  years  and  1 in  age  group  35 — 44  years. 

Cancer  deaths  at  commonest  sites 

1959-69 

Yearly  average  1970 

Stomach  12  13 

Lung  and  Bronchus  18  19 

Breast  8 5 

Uterus  3 3 


A marginal  increase  is  noted  in  deaths  from  stomach  and  lung 
cancers.  Deaths  from  breast  cancer  show  a decline,  whilst  deaths  from 
uterine  cancer  are  unchanged.  These  figures  are  not  sufficiently  large 
to  draw  any  firm  conclusion,  but  they  do  suggest  that  earlier  diagnosis 
of  breast  and  uterine  cancers  are  beginning  to  bear  fruit. 

In  age  group  5 — 24  years  the  commonest  single  cause  of  death 
was  motor  vehicle  accidents.  There  was  one  death  from  cancer  of  the 
mouth,  one  from  leukaemia.  There  was  no  death  from  rheumatic  heart 
disease  in  this  age  group. 


Causes  and  ages  of  deaths  caused  by  accidents 


Male  4 years 


Male  15  years 


Male  20  years 


Shock  and  haemorrhage  due  to  multiple 
injuries  sustained  on  17/9/70  in  Bala 
Road,  Wrexham  when  deceased  seized 
and  clung  to  a bar  on  the  body  of  a mov- 
ing refuse  vehicle  and  fell  off  so  that  a 
wheel  of  the  vehicle  passed  over  him. 

Intra  cranial  haemorrhage  due  to  rup- 
tured left  anterior  middle  meningeal 
artery  due  to  fractured  left  parietal  bone 
of  skull.  Sustained  on  30/10/69  in  Rhos- 
nesni  Lane,  Wrexham  when  deceased 
lost  control  of  a pedal  cycle  which  he 
was  riding  and  fell  to  the  carriageway. 

Laceration  of  brain  due  to  fractui-e  of 
skull,  sustained  when  a motor  car  driven 
by  deceased  went  out  of  control  and 
collided  with  a wall. 
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Male 


21  years 


Male  23  years 


Male  27  years 


Female  54  years 


Male  59  years 


Female  62  years 


Male  63  years 


Female  71  years 


(a)  Subdural  haemorrhage. 

(b)  Fractured  pelvis. 

(c)  Fractured  left  femur  sustained  when 
he  was  run  over  by  a motor  car  in 
Glebe  Street,  Leigh. 

Acute  cardiac  failure  due  to  Toxaemia 
due  to  severe  burns  (Raking  smoulder- 
ing sawdust  when  his  clothing  caught 
fii’e). 

1.  Uraemia  and  renal  insufficiency. 

2.  Pyelonephritis. 

3.  Paraplegia  due  to  fracture  dislocation 
of  the  10th  thoracic  vertebra  as  a 
result  of  a fall  of  stone  while  wor-king 
in  a coal  mine. 

Extra-dural  haemorrhage  due  to  i-up- 
tured  idght  meningeal  artery  due  to 
fracture  of  base  of  skull  sustained  when 
deceased  was  run  down  by  a motor  cycle. 

Shock  and  haemorrhage  due  to  multiple 
injuries  sustained  when  a motor  scooter 
ridden  by  deceased;  collided  with  the  rear 
of  a motor  lorry  travelling  in  the  same 
direction. 

Lacerations  of  brain  due  to  fracture  of 
base  of  skull  sustained  on  20/12/69  when 
deceased  was  run  down  by  a motor  car 
as  she  was  crossing  the  road. 

Coronary  thrombosis  due  to  fracture  of 
right  tibia  and  fibula  sustained  on 
4/2/70  in  Ruabon  Road,  Wrexham  when 
deceased  was  run  down  by  a motor  car 
as  he  was  crossing  the  road. 

Multiple  injuries  including  fractures  of 
skull,  spinal  column  and  ribs  sustained 
in  a collision  between  a motor  car  and  a 
lorry. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

In  no  other  field  of  medicine  has  more  progress  been  made  than 
in  that  of  the  prevention  of  many  of  the  fatal  and  crippling  infectious 
diseases.  Less  than  a century  ago  one  young  person  in  every  4 died 
before  the  age  of  20  years;  in  1935  — 3,500  infants  and  young  adults 
were  killed  by  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever.  Between  1947  and  1958  — 
32,000  were  paralysed  by  poliomyelitis,  the  great  majority  being- 
healthy  young  adults.  Tuberculosis,  which  claimed  32,000  victims  30 
years  ago,  is  now  completely  curable  in  all  its  stages. 

This  does  not  imply  that  potentially  fatal  infectious  diseases  do 
not  continue  to  offer  a challenge  to  the  bacteriologist,  the  virologist 
and  the  epidemiologist.  The  virus  of  Infectious  Hepatitis  has  not  yet 
been  isolated  but  there  is  every  hope  that  this  will  be  achieved  soon. 
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This  is  a disease  that  may  be  so  trivial  as  to  avoid  detection  or  serious 
enoug-h  to  cause  death.  The  first  case  of  an  outbreak  at  Rhosddu  School 
occurred  on  13th  February.  Strict  enteric  precautions  were  instituted 
in  the  School  and  the  last  case  occurred  on  21st  March.  In  another 
family  outbreak  two  adults  were  severly  affected  but  eventually  made 
good  progress.  Three  child  contacts  of  another  sporadic  case  were 
immunised  with  human  immuno  globulin  and  remained  well  and 
symptom  free. 

Encephalitis  is  fortunately  not  a common  disease  and  encepha- 
litis due  to  psittacosis  is  rarer  still.  The  name  psittacosis  indicates 
that  the  disease  arises  from  contact  with  the  psittacine  or  paiTot 
family  of  birds;  but  the  disease  is  not  by  any  means  confined  to  mem- 
bers of  the  parrot  family  and  has  been  detected  in  many  common  birds. 
Infection  is  widespread  amongst  pigeons  both  wild  and  tame  and  is 
not  uncommon  in  budgerigars.  Infection  is  by  inhalation  of  infected 
dust,  more  rarely  by  pecks  and  bites.  The  patient  had  an  aviary  of  60 
budgerigars.  There  was  no  history  of  illness  amongst  the  birds  and 
extensive  investigations  including  post  mortem  examination  of  two 
birds  proved  negative. 

There  were  15  confirmed  cases  of  dysentery;  one  person  engaged 
in  food  premises  was  excluded  from  work.  All  school  children  are 
excluded  from  school  until  one  negative  sample  is  obtained. 

The  town  shared  the  Influenza  epidemic  with  all  Western  Euro- 
pean Countries,  the  epidemic  reaching  its  peak  here  during  the  week 
ending  6th  January.  The  illness  was  moderately  severe;  it  caused  8 
deaths,  one  being  a young  woman  of  43  years. 

The  measles  outbreak  continued  until  May  and  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  reported  an  increased  incidence  contrary  to  expectation.  No 
doubt  the  publicity  given  to  serious  complications  in  three  children 
immunised  with  the  Burrough’s  Wellcome  vaccine  was  a factor.  This 
vaccine  was  immediately  withdrawn  and  this  step  in  turn  resulted  in 
a scarcity  of  the  safer  Schwartz  strain  of  vaccine. 

Two  cases  of  meningococcal  meningitis  in  a 6 month  old  baby  and 
a woman  of  58  years  responded  fully  to  treatment.  This  is  a disease 
that  can  kill  within  24  hours  but  one  that  responds  dramatically  to 
effective  and  early  treatment. 

There  were  two  outbreaks  of  Epidemic  Nausea  and  vomiting 
(which  is  not  a notifiable  disease).  The  cause  is  not  known  but  is  prob- 
ably a virus  which  has  not  as  yet  been  isolated.  The  first  outbreak 
occurred  at  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department  of  the  Maelor 
Hospital;  6 staff  members  and  8 patients  were  affected.  The  affected 
wards  were  temporarily  closed  to  admissions  and  the  outbreak  con- 
trolled by  enteric  precautions.  The  second  occurred  on  29th  May  in  a 
scout  cubs  camp.  Five  young  boys  affected  all  shared  the  same  tent. 

Seven  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  were  almost  certainly  only 
a small  proportion  of  the  number  that  must  have  occun-ed.  Four  pupils 
of  St.  David’s  Secondary  School  were  affected  following  a day  trip  to 
Stratford  — no  organism  was  isolated.  Salmonella  organisms  — S. 
enteritiditus  — were  isolated  in  two  sporadic  cases;  infection  in  one 
was  traced  to  a wedding  reception  whilst  the  other  was  probably 
caused  by  a pi-e-cooked  chicken  leg. 

Four  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  hospital  for 
treatment. 
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There  were  no  notifications  of  poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria.  Two 
adults,  contacts  of  a suspected  case  of  smallpox  on  a flight  from 
Germany,  were  daily  sm-veilled  for  14  days.  A seaman,  a close  contact 
of  typhoid  fever,  was  investigated  and  obserwed;  he  did  not  develop 
the  illness.  But  these  do  remind  us  of  the  ever  present  danger  of 
importation  of  these  serious  infectious  diseases. 


Table  showing  notification  of  infectious  disease  for  1970. 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

2 

3 

to 

4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

44 

45 

to 

64 

65 

Plus 

Total 

Smallpox 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

7 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

7 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

14 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis  Lethargia 

1 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

5 

5 

— 

1 

3 

— 

15 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

15 

34 

161 

119 

2 

1 

— 

— 

332 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

— 

3 

9 

2 

4 

— 

— 

18 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

TOTAL : 

16 

38 

183 

138 

7 

16 

6 

2 

406 

NUMBER  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  ON  REGISTER 


Pul 

monary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

' Male 

Female 

Total 

1st  January 

1970 

75 

39 

: 9 

3 

126 

31st  December 

1 

1 

1970 

68 

37 

i 6 

1 

6 

117 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Provided  under  the  National  Health  Services  Act  1946. 


CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRES 

No.  1 Grosvenor  Road  Monday  and  Wednesday  Afternoons 

Medical  Officer  — Dr.  Alwyn  Griffith 

Prince  Charles  Road  Monday  and  Thursday  Afternoons 

Medical  Officer  — Dr.  Ann  Benjamin 

High  town,  St.  John’s  Church  Hall 

(pending  opening  of  new 

clinic  premises)  Wednesday  Afternoons 

Medical  Officer  — Dr.  Alice  Speight 

The  Institute,  Garden  Village Tuesday  Afternoons 

Medical  Officer  — Dr.  Alice  Speight 

New  clinic  premises  will  be  completed  in  the  Hightown  develop- 
ment in  1971  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  long  awaited  clinic  at  Acton  will 
be  included  in  the  County  Council’s  1972/7.3  programme. 

9,242  infants  and  young  children  attended  the  clinics  during  the 
year.  Screening  at  pei’iodic  intervals  enables  any  abnormalities  to  be 
detected  at  an  early  stage,  at  a stage  when  successful  treatment  can 
be  assured.  There  is  an  essential  woi’king  liason  between  the  Clinic 
staff  and  family  doctors  and  hospital  consultants  at  the  Maelor  and 
Gobowen  hospitals.  Prevention  of  illness,  particularly  of  bacterial  and 
viral  infectious  diseases  is  an  important  aspect  of  the  work  in  Child 
Health  Clinics.  The  killer  and  crippling  diseases,  diphtheria  and 
poliomyelitis,  have  practically  been  eradicated  but  it  is  still  essential 
to  maintain  a high  level  of  immunity  in  the  community. 

Vaccination  of  children  under  16  years 
completed  during  1970. 


Initial 

Course 

1969 

1968 

1967  1963-66  1953-62 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

3.33 

127 

15 

44  40 

Whooping  Cough 

333 

126 

12 

— — 

Booster  Doses 


1969 

1968 

1967 

1963-66 

1953-62 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

2 

108 

43 

432 

129 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

99 

— 

— 

— 

Page  Sixteen 


Poliomyelitis 


Primary  Vaccination 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1963-66 

1953-62 

Others 

346 

152 

8 

100 

36 

4 

Booster  Vaccination 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1963-66 

1953-62 

Others 

4 

14 

6 

339 

521 

4 

Smallpox  Vaccination 


Primary  Vaccination  Re-  Vaccination 


1—2 

2—4 

5—15 

16  and  over 

1—2 

2-4 

5—15 

16  and  over 

134 

69 

20 

49 

— 

3 

7 

80 

Measles 


1969 

1968 

1967 

1963—66 

1953—62 

101 

93 

56 

50 

2 

Rubella  — 1953-62  — 119 


Of  646  children  bora  in  1969  70%  had,  up  to  December,  1970,  com- 
pleted their  primary  course  for  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis.  The  acceptance  i-ate  for  Smallpox  vaccin- 
ation was  30%  which  is  marginally  higher  than  the  figure  for  1969. 

In  October  1970,  German  Measles  vaccination  was  introduced  for 
girls  in  their  14th  year.  The  effect  of  the  Rubella  virus  on  a developing 
foetus  may  be  catastrophic  — In  an  extensive  epidemic  in  the  U.S.A. 
from  1964-66,  15,000  infants  were  affected  by  one  or  more  malform- 
ations — and  this  vaccine  is  of  considerable  importance  in  the 
prevention  of  congenital  abnormalities. 

Measles  vaccination  for  infants  over  12  months  continued;  29% 
of  children  born  in  1969  have  so  far  been  protected. 

Booster  doses  of  diphtheria.  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  vaccines 
are  given  at  school  entry  and  again  at  age  15  years. 
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All  13  year  old  pupils  are  offered  tuberculosis  vaccination.  A 
tuberculin  test  is  initially  performed.  Negative  reactors  are  vaccinated 
forthwith.  Positive  reactors  suggest  previous  contact  with  an  open 
case  of  tuberculosis  and  are  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  investi- 
gation and  if  necessary  treatment. 

Influenza  vaccine  was  offered  to  all  Council  employees.  The 
vaccine  is  one  of  killed  virus  and  cannot  give  100%  protection.  But  it 
does  provide  a good  level  of  immunity  lasting  for  6 months.  Of  82 
persons  vaccinated  12%  developed  flu  and  of  250  members  not  vaccin- 
ated 31%  developed  the  illness. 


Family  Planning 

Clinics  are  held  at  1,  Grosvenor  Road  on  Thursday  afternoons  and 
Wednesday  evenings. 

“Any  woman  whose  health,  in  the  opinion  of  the  examining 
doctor,  would  be  expected  to  suffer  by  the  increased  mental,  physical 
or  social  burdens  of  pregnancy”  is  entitled  to  free  family  planning 
services.  Any  of  the  following  may  be  regarded  as  detrimental  to  a 
woman’s  health  if  there  were  a further  pregnancy  : — 

A family  is  receipt  of  supplementai’y  benefit. 

An  unsupported  mother. 

In  cases  where  the  husband  or  wife  is  chronically  sick  or  disabled. 

Where  parents  and  children  sleep  in  one  room. 

Where  one  or  more  children  are  in  the  care  of  the  local  authority. 

Low  income  group  with  two  or  more  children. 

Where  there  is  already  a child  under  12  months. 

It  is  important  that  all  are  aware  of  this  wide  definition  of 
“medical”  so  that  all  who  qualify  for  free  service  do  obtain  it.  Pre- 
viously “medical”  and  “social”  grounds  were  differentiated  and  the 
dividing  line  was  difficult  to  determine. 

307  new  cases  attended  during  the  year  and  there  has  been  a 
steady  increase  in  total  attendances  to  1,967.  There  is  a need  for  clinic 
facilities  at  the  Prince  Chardes  Road  premises  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
clinic  will  be  opened  there  during  1971. 


Cervical  Cytology 

Local  Authority  Clinics,  in  addition  to  General  Practitioner  and 
Hospital  Sessions,  are  held  at  1 Grosvenor  Road  on  Monday  and 
Thursday  evenings. 

Early  malignant  changes  in  the  neck  of  the  womb  can  be 
diagnosed  by  examining  smears.  In  addition  other  tests  which  can  be 
performed  quickly  and  efficiently  are  performed  — breast  examin- 
ation, urine  and  blood  tests  and  vision  and  hearing  tests.  There  were 
817  attendances.  Two  cases  of  early  malignancy  were  referred  for 
urgent  treatment.  Twenty  cases  of  breast  tumour,  9 with  urine  abnor- 
malities and  15  of  raised  blood  pressure  were  referred  for  further 
investigation  and  treatment. 
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Services  for  the  aged  and  the  handicapped 

Provision  for  the  care  of  elderly  and  handicapped  in  their  own 
homes  has  expanded  considerably  since  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  came  into  force  in  1948.  Today  there  is  less  cause  for  a person 
for  whom  “no  more  can  be  done”  to  waste  their  last  years  like  a 
vegetable.  However,  there  is  a long-  way  to  go  before  geriatric 
patients  attain  the  level  of  the  quality  of  life  enjoyed  by  the  rest  of 
society. 

The  nursing  care  of  elderly  and  handicapped  persons  is  provided 
by  district  nurses;  this  may  entail  frequent  daily  visiting  or  weekly 
visits  for  blanket  bathing.  The  essentially  preventive  role  of  Health 
Visitors  is  maintained  and  she  is  mainly  responsible  for  assessing  the 
patient’s  particular  needs  — checking  and  advising  on  the  adequacy 
of  heating  (being  constantly  aware  of  the  risks  of  hypothermia).  The 
home-help  service  provides  a most  essential  and  useful  service;  help 
was  given  to  114  chronic  sick  and  to  747  elderly  persons. 

Trouble  with  the  feet  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  disabilities  of 
old  age.  Regular  treatment  at  the  Chiropody  Clinic  prevents  a great 
deal  of  misery  and  disability  and  dependance  on  others.  There  were 
1,200  treated  during  the  year. 

It  is  just  as  important  for  the  elderly  as  it  is  for  others  to  main- 
tain a full  and  well  balanced  diet.  Among  essential  foods  are  milk, 
meat,  eggs,  cheese  and  fish;  adequate  supplies  of  fresh  fruit  and 
vegetables  should  be  included  to  supplement  the  vitamins  and  minerals 
necessary  for  health.  Most  elderly  persons  manage  to  maintain  a 
satisfactory  state  of  nutrition  without  any  outside  help.  A minority 
cannot  and  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  is  available  to  supplement 
their  needs.  These  meals  are  obtained  from  school  kitchens  and  from 
hospital  kitchens  during  the  school  holidays  and  are  in  the  main  of 
excellent  quality  and  ample  in  quantity.  There  is  a need  to  extend  the 
service  and  the  use  of  less  conventional  food  will  have  to  be  sei’iously 
considered. 

Typical  measures  taken  to  ease  the  burden  on  young  and  elderly 
handicapped  include  adaptation  of  housing  — provision  of  rails  in  the 
toilet  and  above  the  bath,  ramps  for  wheelchairs.  The  Chronically  Sick 
and  Disabled  Persons  Act,  1970  drew  attention  to  the  problems  of 
people  who  are  handicapped  by  chronic  sickness  and  disablement. 
Authorities  must  ensure  that  they  are  adequately  informed  of  the 
numbers  and  needs  of  handicapped  persons  and  those  who  might 
benefit  should  be  aware  of  what  help  is  available  to  them  including, 
of  course,  practical  forms  of  help  in  the  home  and  personal  aids. 
Administration  of  these  powers  is  the  responsibility  of  the  new  Social 
Services  Department  of  the  County  Authority,  set  up  under  the  Local 
Authority  Social  Services  Act. 


HOUSING 

Pre-War 


Post-War 

Houses  Flats  Total 

3,411  1,117  6,266 


Houses  Flats 

Permanent  dwellings  1,413  325 

31.12.70. 


Temporary  dwellings 
Total  dwellings 
Dwellings  in  progress 


100 

6,366 

339 


Total  — 6,705 


Page  Nineteen 


There  are  81  units  of  highly  desirable  warden  flats  at  Springfield, 
Fairhaven,  Moorlands  and  Earl’s  Court.  Two  houses  specifically  for 
disabled  persons  are  in  process  of  construction.  There  is  a very  close 
working  relationship  between  the  Health  and  Housing  Departments 
and  I am  grateful  to  the  Surveyor  and  Housing  Officer  for  every  help 
and  co-operation. 

Thirty-two  new  applicants  were  supported  for  rehousing  on 
medical  grounds.  Requests  for  transfer  of  accommodation  supported 
by  medical  certificates  from  family  doctors  and  hospital  staff 
numbered  248;  transfer  was  recommended  in  105  cases. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  — Section  47 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  powers  conferred  by  this  Act 
for  the  compulsory  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  protection. 


Residential  Homes  for  the  Elderly 

Accommodation  in  the  Wrexham  area  is  as  follows  : — 


Argoed  Hall,  Froncysyllte  35  beds 

Gladwyn,  Gresford 35  beds 

Nazareth  House,  Wrexham  66  beds 

New  Hall,  Ruabon  ...  46  beds 

Pen-y-Nant,  Minera  30  beds 

Wren’s  Nest,  Wrexham  35  beds 

Welfare  Establishment,  Wrexham  37  beds 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  beds  available  and  the 
acute  shoi’tage  persists.  The  Geriatric  Day  Centre  at  Rhosddu  will  be 
functioning  in  1971  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  second  phase  of 
the  programme  — the  residential  home  — will  be  proceeded  with  as 
a matter  of  urgency. 


Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


WELSH  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 


Hospital  Accommodation : 

War  Memorial  Hospital:  Beds 

General  Medicine 88 

Orthopaedics  67 

Unclassified 8 

Private  6 
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Maelor  General  Hospital:  Beds 

General  Surgery 170 

Geriatric  Unit 76 

Obstetric  Unit 56 

Gynaecology 50 

Paediatric  Unit 50 

Special  Care  for  Babies 24 

Ophthalmology 24 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 24 

Chest  Diseases 20 

Infectious  Diseases  20 

Dermatology  6 

Dentistry 4 

Private  4 


The  static  unit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  has,  of  course, 
been  discontinued,  but  Wrexham  is  fortunate  in  having  facilities  at  the 
Hospital  and  Chest  Clinic  available  for  radiological  investigations. 
The  mobile  unit  continues  to  visit  industrial  sites  in  the  area  and  the 
following  table  on  the  work  of  the  Unit  is  supplied  by  the  Director, 
Dr.  T.  Francis  Jarman  : — 


Total 

number 

examined 

Referred  to 
Chest  Physician 
for  investigation 

other 

abnormalties 
of  chest 

Allied  Breweries  (U.K.)  Ltd  ...  . 

..  103 

4 

6 

S.  Aston  & Son,  Ltd  

..  110 

1 

— 

British  Celanese  Ltd 

..  771 

1 

3 

BICC,  Wrexham  

..  670 

1 

4 

British  Tissues  (Wrexham)  Ltd. 

..  266 

— 

— 

Cartrefle  College  of  Education  ...  . 

..  230 

2 

2 

County  Clothes  Ltd  

..  121 

16 

1 

Erie  Electronics  Ltd 

..  624 

— 

3 

Hugh  Price  & Co.  Ltd.,  Pentrefelin 

43 

— 

— 

Molar  Products  Ltd  

..  183 

1 

1 

J.  Meredith-Jones  & Sons  

..  171 

2 

2 

Rubery  Owen  & Co.  Ltd  

..  210 
3,502 

7 

35 

8 

30 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic 

Ti-eatment  is  available  at  special  clinics  held  at  the  War  Memorial 
Hospital. 

There  was  one  new  case  of  syphilis,  -32  of  gonorrhoea  and  82 
other  conditions  treated  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

The  Laboratory  at  Chester,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Pauline 
Poole,  accepts  all  bacteriological  and  virological  specimens  from  the 
Health  Department.  In  addition  the  Laboratory  holds  supplies  of 
specific  vaccines  for  the  prevention  of  certain  Infectious  Diseases.  I 
am  grateful  to  Dr.  Poole  and  her  staff  for  their  help. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  Seddon,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.E.,  M.I.W.E., 
A.M.B.I.M.,  Engineer,  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Com- 
pany, for  this  i-eport: 

13,856  premises  are  supplied  directly  in  the  Wrexham  Borough. 
None  are  supplied  by  means  of  standposts. 

Raw  water  supplies  are  obtained  from  4 sources: 

River  Dee 

Ty  Mawr  impounding  reservoir 

Underground  sources  ■ — Park  Day 

Talwrn 

Two  works  supply  the  Borough,  those  at  Llwyn  Onn  and  Legacy. 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity. 

Raw  water  and  treated  water  have  been  regularly  bacteriologic- 
ally  examined.  One  of  149  samples  of  treated  water  was  unsatisfactory. 
This  was  from  a tap  supply  and  contained  coliform  organisms  prob- 
ably derived  from  mains  detritus.  It  was  satisfactory  on  resampling. 


Plumbo-solvency 


Lead  tests  were  included  in  the  routine  chemical  analysis  of  raw 
and  treated  waters. 

Precautions  taken  to  counteract  possible  plumbo-solvency  were 
as  follows  : — 

1.  pH  value  and  acidity 

Lime  is  added  at  Lwjm  Onn  and  sodium  hydroxide  at  Legacy 
to  correct  acidity  and  raise  the  pH  value. 

2.  Calcium  and  Magnesium  bicarbonate  content. 

Lime  addition  at  Llwyn  Onn  also  raises  the  calcium  bicar- 
bonate content. 

3.  Organic  content. 

Organic  purification  of  the  water  is  brought  about  by 
coagulation  and  filtration  at  both  works. 

As  a final  precaution  against  possible  plumbo-solvency  the  com- 
pany uses  tin-washed  lead  pipes  for  consumei's  pipes  throughout  its 
distribution  system. 

Complaints  of  discoloured  water  supply  were  received  from  3 
consumers.  Two  were  attributable  to  mains  detritus  and  one  to  after- 
precipitated  alum  floe.  Routine  procedure  of  mains  flushing  restored 
the  supplies  to  a clean  condition. 

No  fluoride  estimation  was  made  during  the  year  but  the  con- 
centration is  known  to  bei  minimal  at  less  than  0.1  ppm. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  TREATED  WATERS,  1970 


Llwyn  Onn 

Legacy 

Colour  (Hazen) 

2 — 

5 

5 

Turbidity 

0 — 

1 

0 

— 

1 

pH 

6.4  — 

7.1 

7.5 

— 

7.6 

Free  C02 

2.5  — 

5.0 

2 

— 

4 

Hardness  — 

- Calcium 

24  — 

43 

55 



72 

Magnesium 

9 — 

13 

10 

— 

14 

Carbonate 

11  — 

32 

42 

— 

68 

Non-carbonate 

22  — 

27 

18 

— 

23 

Total 

33  — 

59 

65 

• — 

86 

Chlorides 

15  — 

32 

9 

— 

10 

Sulphates 

22  — 

28 

22 

Nitrites 

0 

0 

Nitrates 

0.4  — 

1.2 

0 

— 

2 

Ammonia  — 

- Free  and  Saline 

.002  — 

.020 

0 



.020 

Albuminoid 

.014  — 

.034 

.008 

— 

.046 

Chlorine  — 

Fi’ee 

.12  — 

.30 

.20 

■ — 

.27 

Total 

.30  — 

.35 

.20 

— 

.27 

Iron 

0 

0 

— 

.05 

Manganese 

0 — 

.04 

.03 

— 

.05 

Zinc 

0 — 

.04 

0 

— 

.02 

Copper 

0 

0 

Lead 

.002 

.004 

— 

.008 

Temperature  °c 

5 — 

15.8 

4.2 

— 

14.8 

Biochemical 

oxygen  demand 

0.16  — 

3.2 

17 

— 

1.3 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  drainage  area  is  served  by  Five  Fords  Sewage  Works.  The 
works  were  designed  for  a dry  weather  flow  of  1.75  million  gallons 
per  day  and  is  at  present  treating  a dry  weather  flow  of  2.2  m.g.d.  On 
1st  April,  1969  the  Wrexham  and  District  Joint  Sewerage  Committee 
was  formed  and  work  has  started  to  extend  the  present  treatment 
facilities  to  6 m.g.d. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1970. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN 

AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Twenty-Fifth  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Department. 

One  staff  change  occurred  during  the  year.  Mr.  Brendan  Cullinane, 
Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector,  successfully  qualified  as  a Public 
Health  Inspector,  and  commenced  duties  with  the  Chepstow  Urban 
District  Council  in  September. 

Twenty-five  years  service  is  usually  considered  as  some  soi’t  of 
milestone  in  various  fields  of  activity,  and  the  occasion  gives  one  the 
opportunity  to  be  retrospective.  Looking  back  over  the  last  quarter  of 
a centui’y,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  Town  Council  can  justifiably  claim 
that  very  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  improving  the 
environmental  conditions  where  the  people  of  Wrexham  live  and  work. 

Housing  is  no  longer  a problem  in  Wrexham.  The  clearance  of 
unfit  houses  is  almost  completed,  and  a number  of  our  major  new 
housing  schemes  such  as  Hightown,  Offa  Terrace,  Barnfield,  Dean 
Road,  and  Lome  Street  have  replaced  a large  number  of  miserable 
dwellings  which  had  long  outlived  their  useful  life.  Providing  the 
amenities  of  modern  living  to  the  large  number  of  substantially  built 
houses  which  were  built  in  Wrexham  at  the  turn  of  the  century  is  now 
a major  activity  of  the  Council. 

Atmospheric  pollution  has  been  tackled  with  energy  during  the 
past  25  years.  Industrial  pollution  has  never  been  a serious  problem 
in  the  town,  and  it  is  hard  to  realise  now  the  amount  of  time  given  by 
the  Health  Committee  to  the  problem  of  smoke  from  railway  loco- 
motives — a problem  which  of  course  has  been  solved  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  diesel  locomotive  and  electrification.  In  the  field  of 
domestic  air  pollution,  Wrexham  has  made  more  progress  than  any 
other  area  in  Wales.  By  October,  1972,  half  the  properties  in  the  town 
will  be  smokeless.  I consider  that  the  reduction  of  atmospheric  pol- 
lution is  one  of  the  major  improvements  during  the  last  decade  or  so. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  food  premises  in  the  town  has 
improved  greatly  over  the  years,  and  a good  example  was  set  by  the 
Town  Council  when  the  Markets  Committee  accepted  the  recommend- 
ations of  the  Health  Committee  and  replaced  the  ancient  wooden 
butchers’  stalls  in  the*  market  with  the  modern  stalls  in  use  today. 
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During'  the  last  quarter  of  a century,  the  scourge  of  tuber- 
culosis has  virtually  disappeared  from  milk  and  meat,  and  we  now 
face  the  problem  of  brucellosis.  The  adulteration  of  milk  is  very 
greatly  reduced,  which  is  just  as  well,  as,  with  the  disappearance  of 
the  sale  of  loose  milk,  it  is  often  impossible  to  identify  a sample  of 
milk  with  a particular  herd. 

Food  complaints  have  increased  over  the  years,  and  far  too  many 
foreign  bodies  are  being  found  in  the  modern  prepacked  and  canned 
foods. 

Between  1948  and  1968,  legal  proceedings  were  undertaken  on  58 
occasions  in  Wrexham  for  food  offences  — mainly  the  presence  of 
mould  or  foreign  bodies.  Happily,  only  one  case  has  occurred  in  the 
last  two  years. 

In  a period  of  25  years  the  general  administration  of  the  Munici- 
pal Abattoir  and  the  supervision  of  the  meat  inspection  service,  has 
been  a demanding  occupation.  Wrexham  still  has  one  of  the  best 
abattoirs  in  the  country,  and  it  is  worth  recording  that,  in  the  period 
under  review,  over  one  and  a quarter  million  animals  were  slaughtered 
and  inspected  as  to  their  fitness  for  human  consumption. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  illustrate  that  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  has  resulted  in  improving  the  environment  of  the 
town  over  the  years.  With  more  emphasis  on  the  need  for  reducing 
the  pollution  of  our  environment  g'enerally,  the  work  of  the  future 
public  health  inspector  will  be  more  scientific  and  congenial. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  to  the  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee,  for  your  encouragement  and  support  during 
the  year,  and  over  a much  longer  period.  Again,  I would  thank  Dr. 
Alwyn  Griffith,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his  help  over  past 
years. 

My  Staff  have  worked  loyally  and  well  during  the  year  and  I am 
grateful  to  them.  I have  referred  to  a period  of  25  years  in  this 
Report,  and  I think  it  worth  recording  that  two  members  of  my 
Staff  — Mr.  Bernard  Jones,  my  Deputy,  and  Miss  M.  B.  Parry,  Clerk- 
in-Charge,  have  worked  with  me  during  the  whole  of  this  period,  and 
I would  place  on  record  my  gratitude  to  them  both  for  their  help  and 
co-operation. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  McCartney, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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BOROUGH  OF  WREXHAM 
AIR  POLLUTION  INVESTIGATION  1970 


BOROUGH  OF  WREXHAM 
AIR  POLLUTION  INVESTIGATION  1970 
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TABULATED  SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


ADMINISTRATION 

Total  No.  of  inspections  made ...  14,708 

Total  No.  of  complaints  received 839 

Total  No.  of  Notices  served 76 

Total  No.  of  interviews  with  owners  etc  2,354 

DISINFESTATION. 

No.  of  premises  disinfested 137 

CINEMAS  AND  PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT. 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  17 


No.  of  Notices  served 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with 


CLEAN  AIR. 

No.  of  smoke  observations  made  ...  24 

No.  of  Notices  served  (Formal)  ...  — 

No.  of  Notices  seiwed  (Informal)  2 

No.  of  smoke  control  areas  in  operation 3 

No.  of  visits  made 1,207 


With  over  3,000  properties  subject  to  operative  smoke  control 
orders,  some  concern  was  felt  over  possible  shortages  of  supplies  of 
solid  smokeless  fuels.  Despite  the  lack  of  fuel  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  which  led  to  suspension  of  smoke  control  orders,  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  take  such  action  in  Wrexham.  There  were  short- 
ages of  individual  fuels  at  certain  times,  but  househoulders  and  fuel 
merchants  seem  to  have  surmounted  what  could  have  been  a serious 
problem,  and  I would  pay  tribute  here  to  all  concerned  for  their  co- 
operation. 

Increasing  manufacture  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  should  ease  the 
position  from  now  on,  and  it  is  hoped  that  future  supplies  will  be 
available  to  allow  further  smoke  control  measures  to  proceed  without 
anxiety  and  delay.  Number  4 Smoke  Control  Order,  covering  over 
3,000  houses  was  confirmed  in  December  and  will  come  into  operation 
on  October  1st,  1972,  which  will  mean  half  the  houses  in  the  Borough 
will  then  be  smokeless. 

The  effect  of  progressive  smoke  control  measures  is  illustrated  on 
the  accompanying  graphs  which  give  the  measurement  of  smoke  and 
sulphur  dioxide  at  three  different  points  in  the  Borough. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

No.  on  Register ...  — 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ENQUIRIES. 

No.  of  investigations  carried  out 213 

No.  of  specimens  submitted  for  examination  95 

No.  of  premises  disinfected 7 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No.  of  businesses  in  District  4 

No.  of  inspections  made 82 

No.  of  contraventions  found — 


No.  of  contraventions  remedied  

No.  of  contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year  


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES. 


No.  of  premises  registered  ...  530 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  513 

Registration  and  Inspection. 


During  the  year  8 premises  were  newly  registered,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  premises  registered  to  530.  This  figure  has  decreased 
from  last  year  mainly  to  the  redevelopment  of  shopping  areas  in  the 
town. 

397  premises  have  had  a general  inspection  during  the  year,  bring- 
ing the  total  number  of  general  inspections  to  1,471  since  the  Act  came 
into  operation.  The  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds,  including  general 
inspections,  to  registered  premises  in  1970  was  513. 

All  premises  on  the  register  have  now  had  a general  inspection. 


Operation  of  the  General  Provisions  of  the  Act. 

As  a result  of  the  inspections  carried  out,  a total  of  16  Notices 
were  served,  for  a variety  of  infringements,  during  the  year. 

22  Notices  served  before  and  during  1970  were  complied  with. 

A total  of  283  Notices  have  been  served  since  the  Act  came  into  oper- 
ation and  these  have  either  been  complied  with  or  work  is  in  progress. 

The  Notices  seiwed  during  1970  related  to  39  specific  contraven- 
tions of  the  Act  and  are  detailed  below  : — 

Section  4.  Cleanliness 2 

Section  6.  Temperature  9 

Section  9.  Sanitary  Conveniences ...  3 

Section  10.  Washing  Facilities  3 

Section  11.  Supply  of  Drinking  Water 2 

Section  12.  Accommodation  for  Clothing 1 

Section  16.  Floors,  passages,  stairs 2 

Section  24.  First  Aid 5 

Information  for  Employees  Regulations,  1965  9 

Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations,  1968  3 

39 


Investigation  of  Accidents. 

22  accidents  were  notified  during  the  year  and  all  were  investi- 
gated. 9 male  and  13  female  employees  were  involved.  Twelve  of  the 
accidents  were  caused  by  tripping-  on  floors  or  stairs.  In  one  of  these 
cases  the  person  involved  was  carrying  a tray  of  crockery  and  freshly- 
made  tea.  This  resulted  in  scalding  of  both  legs  and  feet.  The  most 
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serious  accident  in  this  category  occurred  to  a 17  year  old  girl  who 
fell  down  an  external  stairway  while  carrying  a step  ladder.  Internal 
injuries  were  severe  and  ti-eatment  involved  removal  of  her  spleen.  The 
usual  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances  was  carried  out  and  the 
stairway  was  found  to  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 
Nevertheless,  a letter  was  sent  to  the  employers  pointing  out  that, 
because  of  its  steepness,  this  stairway  should  not  be  used  for  the 
carrying  of  heavy  or  bulky  articles  by  one  person  alone,  and  also 
suggesting  that  the  step  ladder  could  be  stored  in  the  shop.  There 
were  two  accidents  due  to  misuse  of  food  slicing'  machines  which  were 
provided  with  adequate  guards.  The  remaining  notifications  were  of 
minor  injuries  with  no  significant  causative  factors. 

Letters  were  sent  in  two  cases  drawing  employers  attention  to 
the  requirement  that  accidents  should  be  notified  forthwith.  These 
were  found  necessary  because  of  long  delays  before  notification. 

Prosecutions. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 

Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations,  1968. 

During  the  year,  reports  were  received  regarding  lifts  at  three 
nremises  in  the  Borough.  These  inspections  were  carried  out  by 
insurance  company  surveyors  and  in  accordance  with  Regulation  6 (3), 
where  the  examination  shows  that  the  lift  cannot  be  used  with  safety, 
copies  of  the  reports  were  sent  to  the  local  authority. 

In  each  case  the  employers  concerned  were  interviewed  and 
written  notice  given  of  the  works  required  to  enable  the  lift  to  con- 
tinue to  be  used  with  safety.  On  reinspection,  it  was  found  that  all 
necessary  works  had  been  carried  out  at  two  premises  and  that  at  the 
<hird  the  use  of  the  existing  lift  had  been  discontinued  pending  the 
installation  of  a new  lift. 

In  the  course  of  routine  insnections  of  premises,  covered  by  the 
Act  and  the  above  Regulations,  the  local  authority  inspectors  examine 
insurance  company  reports  thus  checking  that  the  periodic  examin- 
a*^ions  are  being  carried  out  and  that  any  minor  defects  mentioned  in 


the  reports  are  remedied. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

No.  of  complaints  received  of  rat  infestation  125 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  129 

No.  of  complaints  received  of  mice  infestation  322 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested 328 

Total  number  of  visits  made  3,623 

No.  of  sewer  treatments  carried  out  3 

DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 

No.  of  roofs  renewed  or  repaired 19 

No.  of  eavesgutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or 

renwed  , ...  11 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid  — 

No.  of  walls  repaired  13 

No.  of  walls  rendered  or  repointed  ...  5 

No.  of  ceilings  repaired  2 
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No  .of  floors  I’epaired 4 

No.  of  chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  2 

No.  of  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Damp  proof  courses  provided  and  dampness  remedied  ...  18 

No.  of  doors  and  windows  repaired  or  renewed  22 

No.  of  food  stores  ventilated ■ — 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 1 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided — 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed — 

No.  of  water-closets  repaired  or  reconstructed 3 

No.  of  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  3 

No.  of  new  water-closet  pedestals  provided 2 

No.  provided  with  supply  of  water  ...  — 

Light  and  ventilation  improved  ...  — 

Drains  constructed  or  reconstructed — 

Repaired  or  cleansed  ...  ...  137 

New  inspection  chambers — 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  2 

Ventilated — 

Gullies  provided  or  renewed  — 

New  sinks  provided , 1 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed — 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  — 

Wash-hand  basins  repaired  or  renewed , 1 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

No.  of  Swimming  Baths  in  the'  District  1 

No.  of  samples  taken  (Bacteriological)  9 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory ...  9 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  15 

No.  of  contraventions  found — 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 11 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory 11 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis 5 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory 5 

WELL  WATER. 

No.  of  samples  taken  17 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory 17 
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HOUSING 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  defects  were  remedied  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  22 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING 

THE  YEAR 

(A)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  & Public  Health  (Recurring 
Nuisances)  Act,  1969. 

Section  93. 

(1)  No.  of  outstanding  Notices  carried  over  from  previous 

year 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Abatement 


Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ...  ...  9 

0.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — • 

(a)  By  Owners  .., 9 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(4)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year 

Section  45. 

(1)  No.  of  outstanding  Notices  carried  over  from  previous 

year  ...  

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  defective  water-closets  to  be 


repaired , ...  4 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  defective  water-closets 

were  repaired  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(4)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  — 


Section  39. 

(1)  No.  of  outstanding  Notices  carried  over  from  previous 

year .., — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  for  the  renewing  or  repairing  of 

existing  drains ...  7 
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(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  the  existing  drains  were 
renewed  and  cleansed  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year — 

Section  138  (as  amended  by  the  Water  Act,  1945 
and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961J. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requesting  Owner  to  provide  water 
supply  in  pipes — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  water  supply  was 

provided  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authoi-ity  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(3)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year — 

Public  Health  Act,  1961. 

Section  17. 

No.  of  Notices  served — 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with  — 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 and  10  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ■ — • 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957. 

(fi)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  under  Section  16 1 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 1 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  1 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  — 


(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing 

Orders 1 

(6)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  Undertaking  given  by  Owner  — 

(7)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Under- 

taking from  owners  accepted  not  to  relet  houses  for 
human  habitation  — 
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(8)  No.  of  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit 

by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(9)  No.  of  Local  Authority  owned  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Certificate 


(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ... 


(E)  Housing  Act,  1957.  Overcrowding 

(1)  (a)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  the  year  ) 

(b)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein ) Not 

(c)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  )known 

(2)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year 1 

(3)  (a)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year 38 

(b)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  117 

(4)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

again  became  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
had  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 

overcrowding  Not  Known. 


CLEARANCE  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES. 


Action  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  approved  clearance  pro- 
gramme continued  during  the  year;  5 Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 
were  made  affecting  33  unfit  dwellings.  Only  16  houses  remain  to  be 
cleared  to  finish  the  present  programme. 


Resulting  from  previous  action  under  the  Housing  Acts,  10  houses 
were  demolished  and  33  persons  were  rehoused. 

Since  the  cleai’ance  of  unfit  houses  was  resumed  in  1955,  45 
Clearance  Areas  have  been  declared,  involving  593  houses,  and  in- 
dividual action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  128  houses.  In  addition, 
a total  of  364  dwellings,  mainly  temporary  hutments  and  prefabricated 
houses,  have  been  demolished  and  replaced  by  permanent  houses.  The 
total  of  unfit  dwellings  dealt  with  is  1,085  with  a population  of  3,030 
persons 
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Clearance  Areas  dealt  with  1955  — 1970. 


No.  of 

No.  of  persons 

Clearance  Area 

houses 

involved 

Offa  Terrace 

27 

76 

Templars  Avenue 

10 

29 

James  Street,  Edge  Street,  Crescent  Road. 

54 

236 

Penybryn,  Ruabon  Road 

7 

12 

Barnfield  (No.  1) 

6 

19 

Barnfield  (No.  2) 

6 

19 

Eagle  Street 

10 

29 

Lome  Street 

13 

37 

Park  Street 

7 

23 

Dean  Road,  Acton  Terrace 

27 

89 

Holt  Road 

13 

39 

Barnfield  (No.  3) 

2 

— 

Crescent  Road 

7 

34 

Mount  Street  (No.  1) 

8 

22 

Ashfield  Road 

37 

116 

Earle  Street 

4 

12 

Erddig  Road 

23 

71 

Madeira  Hill 

10 

30 

Springfield  Terrace 

15 

43 

Garden  Road 

14 

37 

Alma  Terrace 

13 

32 

Holt  Street 

12 

24 

Tuttle  Street  (No.  1) 

18 

64 

Tuttle  Street  (No.  2) 

4 

12 

Lome  Street,  1962 

5 

15 

Lome  Street,  1964 

22 

59 

Park  Street 

11 

32 

Hilly  View,  Erddig  Road 

3 

7 

Earle  Street 

3 

8 

Erddig  Road,  1964 

4 

4 

Abenbury  Street 

24 

55 

Meifod  Place 

42 

119 

Hightown  (No.  1) 

58 

136 

Hightown  (No.  2) 

9 

25 

Hightown  (No.  3) 

9 

14 

Ruabon  Road 

4 

8 

Smithy  Lane 

2 

3 

West  Street 

5 

12 

Greenbank  Street 

2 

6 

Fairfield  Street 

10 

25 

Park  Street  1970 

5 

13 

Manley  Road  1970 

12 

51 

Homestead  Lane 

3 

3 

Erddig  Road  1970 

4 

16 

John  Street  1970 

I 9 

19 

45 

593 

1,735 
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HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT. 


The  Housing  Act,  1969  has  given  an  impetus  to  the  improvement 
of  houses  in  the  town. 

During  the  year,  63  standard  grants  and  12  improvement  grants 
were  approved,  and  the  indications  are  that  this  rate  will  be  increased 
in  the  coming  year.  The  position  in  Wrexham  is  vei’y  encouraging,  as 
surveys  recently  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department  reveal  that 
about  400  houses  only  are  lacking  in  one  or  more  of  the  standard 
amenities. 

Area  improvement,  which  deals  with  the  general  environment  in 
addition  to  the  dwellings  in  the  area,  has  also  been  considered  by  the 

Housing  Committee,  and  2 General  Improvement  Areas  have  been 

declared  for  action  — one  of  these  dealing  exclusively  with  336  pre- 
war Council  dwellings. 

During  the  year,  applications  were  approved  for  the  issuing  of  14 
Qualification  Certificates. 

THE  RENT  ACT,  1957 

Details  of  work  during  the  year  are  as  follows; — 

No.  of  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  (Form  I)  — 

No.  of  Decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates — 

No.  of  Proposals  to  Issue  (Form  J)  — 

No.  of  Undertakings  received  (Form  K)  — 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  (Form  L)  — 

No.  of  Cancellations  applied  for  (Form  M)  

No.  of  Cancellations  issued 1 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


No.  in  No.  of 

district  inspec- 

tions made 

Bakehouses ...  15  43 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  43  37 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars  ...  39  32 

Confectioners 19  27 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 43  25 

Fried  Fish  Shops 15  'l7 

Fruit  and  GreengTOcers  46  10 

General  Provision  Shops  101  262 

Hotels,  Clubs  and  Licensed  Premises  67  51 

Ice-Cream  Premises 140  39 

Wet  Fish  Shops  8 19 

Street  Food  Vendors  .., — 548 
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The  following  canned  and  other  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit 


for  human  consumption 

: — 

Lbs. 

Lbs, 

Tinned  Foods ... 

...  3,1033 

Margarine 

184 

Fruit  

...  136 

Sausages  

51 

Cereals 

38J 

Chicken  Portions  

80 

Flour  

15 

Meat ... 

, 1,005 

Fish 

. . . 364 

Kidneys  

28 

Sugar  

3 

Frozen  Foods 

. 1,0913 

Poultry 

...  260 

Ice-Cream  

28 

Preserves  

153 

Biscuits 

603 

Cheese 

511 

Steak  Pies 

, 4721 

Miscellaneous 

543 

TOTAL:— 

- 6,9971  lbs. 

Percentage  classifications  are 

as  follows  : — 

Home  

...  51.6%  - 3,608Jlbs. 

Foreign  

...  44.9%  - 3,145J  lbs. 

Commonwealth 

3.5%  - 244  lbs. 

100.0%  = 6,9971  lbs. 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS. 

Twenty-four  complaints  concerning  food  were  investigated  during 
the  year  and  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  one  of 
these. 

Details  are  as  follows  : — 

Sweet  containing  Foreign  Body.  Fine  : — £25.  0.  Od. 

Costs  : — 16/Od. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

A total  of  19  formal  samples  and  19  informal  samples  were  taken 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  during  the  year. 

Formal  Informal 


Milk 


19  Milk  4 

Ice-Cream 10 

Cottage  Cake 1 

Cheese 1 

Fruiti-Forte 1 

Chopped  Pork  1 

Xmas  Pudding  1 
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I am  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  H.  Owens,  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures,  Denbig’hshire  County  Council,  for  the  following  details  of 
his  work  in  the  Borough  of  Wi’exham  during  the  year. 


Article 

No.  Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine,  or 
Sub-Standard 

Milk 

47 

47 



Butter 

5 

5 

— 

Margarine 

2 

2 

— 

Cheese 

3 

3 

— 

Meat  Pies 

6 

6 

— 

Lamb  tongue  with  jelly 

1 

1 

— 

Sausage  Rolls 

5 

5 

— 

Pork  Sausage 

1 

1 

— 

Beef  Sausage 

1 

1 

— 

Liver  Sausage 

1 

1 

— 

Poi'k  roll  with  stuffing 

1 

1 

— 

Brawn 

1 

1 

— 

Natural  Cauliflower 

1 

1 

— 

Mixed  Vegetables 

1 

1 

— 

Chicken  Curry 

3 

3 

— 

Sardines 

Herring  fillets  in 

1 

1 

— 

wine  sauce 

1 

1 

— 

Smoked  Oysters 
Yox'kshire  Pudding 

1 

1 

— 

mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Lime  Pickle 

1 

1 

— 

Pearse  Pudding 

1 

1 

— 

Honey 

1 

1 

— 

Jam 

2 

— 

2 

Tinned  Fruit 

3 

3 

— 

Teacake 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Colours 

1 

1 

— 

Nuts  and  Raisins 

1 

— 

1 

Fresh  Cream  Cakes 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  Sponge 

1 

1 

— 

Real  Dairy  Cream 

3 

3 

— 

Ice  Cream 

7 

7 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

2 

2 

— 

Yoghurt 

1 

1 

— 

Evaporated  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

Sweets 

6 

5 

1 

Soft  Drinks 

4 

4 

— 

Mild  Beer 

1 

1 

— 

Wine 

1 

1 

— 

Rum 

1 

1 

— 

Whisky 

1 

1 

— 

Brandy 

1 

1 

— 
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Continued  from  previous  page. 


.4  r t i ('  1 e 

/Vo.  Taken 

Genuine  'c<. 

‘ 

fS  0 1 Genuine,  or. 
Sub‘Standard  6 

Baby  Food 

1 

1 

— 

Cough  Linctus 

2 

2 

— 

Rheumatism  mixture 
Aid  to  slimming 

1 

1 

— 

tablets 

1 

1 

— 

TOTALS : 

130 

125 

5 

As  will  bei  observed  from  the  table,  47  samples  of  milk  and  a 
further  83  samples  of  food  other  than  milk,  were  taken  in  Wrexham 
Borough  during  the  year  under  review.  All  the  samples  of  milk  were 
reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  genuine  and  additional  tests 
for  the  presence  of  anti-biotics  showed  a negative  result  in  each 
instance. 

The  samples  of  jam  shown  as  ‘not  genuine’  were  reported  by  the 
Public  Analyst  as  being  slightly  deficient  in  soluble  solids.  The  manu- 
factui’ers  concerned,  small  producers  in  a neighbouring  County,  have 
been  seen,  advised  and  cautioned.  The  tea-cake,  which  was  the  subject 
of  a consumer  complaint  was  found  to  contain  a cigarette  end.  The 
producer  concerned  was  prosecuted  and  convicted.  A further  complaint 
regarding  a packet  of  nuts  and  raisins,  found  to  contain  a ^'ub,  was 
dealt  with  in  the  courts.  Another  consumer  complaint  regarding  a bar 
of  chocolate  manufactured  in  a foreign  country  which  was  affected  by 
a mould  growth  was  dealt  with  by  advice  only.  A number  of  com- 
plaints concerning  pickles,  bread,  meat  pies,  cake,  milk  and  soft  drinks 
were  made  to  the  department.  In  the  majority  of  instances,  the  com- 
plaints were  not  substantiated.  However,  a complaint  regarding  bread 
affected  with  mould  was  substantiated.  This  was  due  to  a breakdown 
in  the  manufacturers  arrangements  concerning  the  disposal  of  stale 
bread.  The  persons  concerned  have  been  advised  and  cautioned  as  to 
future  trading  arrangements.  Otherwise  all  samples  were  reported  as 
being  genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives,  colouring 
matters  etc. 

In  addition  to  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  a great 
deal  of  i-outine  work  on  the  examination  of  labelling  provisions  etc.,  is 
done  by  the  Inspectors  in  their  day  to  day  duties.  This  is  a multi-pur- 
pose function  made  for  Weights  and  Measures  Trade  Description  etc., 
as  well  as  Food  and  Drugs  purposes.  Again,  informal  samples  of  milk 
taken  from  vending  machines,  schools,  v'elfare  homes,  hospitals  etc., 
are  tested  within  the  department.  During  the  year  in  question,  all 
such  tests  cari-ied  out  proved  satisfactory. 


DUTIES  RELATING  TO  ICE-CREAM. 

There  are  140  registered  premises  for  ice-cream  including  two 
manufacturers.  The  shops  selling  ice-cream  are  supplied  by  eleven 
different  makers. 
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During'  the  year  the  following  samples  were  taken  : — 

Bacteriological  ; — 12.  These  were  graded  as  follows  by 

the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  : — - 
Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 

Ten  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical 
analysis,  and  were  found  to  be  up  to  the  required  statutory  standard. 


12 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT. 

A total  of  48,207  animals  were  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  during 
the  year,  compared  with  51,361  in  1969. 

The  Abattoir  is  not  yet  being  used  to  anything  like  its  full 
potential,  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  now  in  a reasonably  healthy  financial 
position,  and  just  about  paying  its  way.  During  the  year,  the  facilities 
available  at  the  Abattoir  were  greatly  improved  by  the  provision  of 
a new  beast  stunning  pen,  a new  and  larger  pig  de-hairer,  and  by  the 
replacing  of  the  old  original  solid  fuel  boiler  with  a new  gas-fired 
boiler. 
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Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Cahes 

No.  Slaughtered 

3,743 

243 

24,833 

19,372 

16 

No.  Inspected 

3,743 

243 

24,833 

19,372 

16 

Disease  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

119 

132 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned. 

1,418 

107 

2,027 

3,243 

%of  No.  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysti- 
cerci. 

37.9% 

45.3% 

8.6% 

17.4% 

75.0% 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned. 

1 

_ 

270 



% of  No.  inspected  affected 

with  Tuberculosis. 

— 

.4% 

— 

1.4% 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned. 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to- 

treatment  by  refrigeration. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  : — 
23  tons,  13  cwts,  1 qr.  21  lbs. 
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APPENDIX  TO  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  RELATING  TO  THE 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 


Part  1 of  the  Act. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  relating  to  provisions  for  health  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  during  1970. 


(i)  Factories  where 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
above  where  Section  7 
is  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises  where 
Section  7 is  to  be  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority. 


No.  on 
Register 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

35 

35 

— 

— 

174 

105 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Sanitary  conveniences 
(Section  7) 

(a)  Insufficient. 


(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 
tive. 


(c)  Not  separate  for  the 
sexes. 

Total  defects  under  part  1 
of  the  Act. 


No.  of  cases  with  defects  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose- 

cuted 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134). 
Nature  of  Work. 

Section  133 


No.  of  out 
workers  in 
August  list 
as  required 
by  Sect.  133 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

Wearing  apparel: 
Making  etc. 

1 

— 

— 

Curtains  and 
furniture  hangings 

2 

— 

— 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL : 

4 

— 

— 

No  instances  relating  to  Section  134  (unwholesome  premises) 
were  known. 
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